Neurolytic Approaches for the Treatment of Pain in Patients with Chronic Pancreatitis.
In large part, treatment options for patients with painful chronic pancreatitis remain empirical because of our limited understanding of the pathobiology of pancreatic pain. The procedures of neural block/ablation exemplify these limitations, which include the lack of a clear biologic rationale for various approaches, as well as unequivocal data on long-term outcomes and efficacy. Although the techniques themselves appear to be well established, controlled trials of various medical, endoscopic, radiologic, and surgical options to define the best treatment are clearly needed. In addition, the lack of uniform improvement with any technique underscores the need for applying a multidisciplinary approach to these patients, as should be the case for any chronic pain disorder.